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information that completes said one of broadcast programming and cablecast 
programming. 

Please cancel claims 53-72. 

II. REMARKS 

Applicants submit the foregoing claim amendments and cancellations for the 
purpose of expediting prosecution of the instant application. Specification support from 
the instant disclosure and applicants' 1981 priority disclosure is provided in Appendix B 
for all claims pending in this application as amended. No new matter is added by the 
foregoing amendments. 

Applicants wish to call to the Examiner's attention the fact that claims 43-52 of 
the instant application are based on claims 2-4 and 16-22 of application serial number 
08/972,980 ("the '980 application"). The e 980 application was allowed on September 21, 
1998, and the issue fee was paid on October 26, 1998. However, the '980 application 
was withdrawn from issue by the PTO on November 4, 1999, based on the alleged 
unpatentability of one or more claims. No further reason for the withdrawal beyond this 
allegation was provided. 

Before the c 980 application was withdrawn from issue, applicants filed on August 
5, 1999, a submission under 37 C.F.R. § 1.312. The August 5, 1999 submission provided 
a detailed explanation as to why the '980 application should be permitted to issue. 
Included in that submission were specification support tables containing detailed citations 
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to applicants' 1987 and 1981 disclosures for each pending claim. In the withdrawal letter 
of November 4, 1999, no comment of any kind was made as to the support tables. 

As part of applicants' agreement with the PTO to consolidate applicants' co- 
pending applications, the '980 application was expressly abandoned on May 23, 2000, 
and the claims of the '980 application were added to the instant application. Over one 
year later, applicants received a PTO communication dated September 21, 2001 in the 
expressly abandoned '980 application asserting that applicants' August 5, 1999 
submission was non-responsive. 

Applicants respectfully submit that the September 21, 2001 communication in the 
'980 application fails to provide any legitimate basis as to why applicants' August 5, 
1999 submission was in any way improper. In particular, the September 21, 2001 
communication offers no explanation as to why applicants' detailed specification support 
tables are insufficient to establish that the claims that were pending in the '980 
application were supported by both the 1987 and 1981 specifications. 

Applicants submit that the support tables submitted in the August 5, 1999 
submission plainly demonstrate that the claims of the '980 application were supported by 
the 1987 and 1981 disclosures. Applicants have therefore incorporated the content of the 
August 5, 1999 tables into the tables attached as Appendix B for those claims of the 
instant application which are based on claims of the '980 application. The tables attached 
as Appendix B demonstrate that all of the claims of the instant application are supported 
by the 1987 and 1981 disclosures. 
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III. CONCLUSION 

Applicants respectfully request consideration of the foregoing amendments and 
allowance of the instant application is respectfully requested. 

If the Examiner has any remaining informalities to be addressed, it is believed that 
prosecution can be expedited by the Examiner contacting the undersigned attorney for a 
telephone interview to discuss resolution of such informalities. 




Respectfully submitted 



Date: March h 2002 
FISH & NEAVE 

1251 Avenue of the Americas 
New York, New York 10020 



Phone No. 212-596-9000 
Fax No. 212-596-9090 
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2. (Four Times Amended) A method for [providing a function at] 
reprogramming a receiver station that receives television or radio programming , said 
receiver station having a data network connection, a processor, an input device, and a 
data storage device, said method comprising the steps of: 

[receiving, at said receiver station, from said input device a set of information 
collection parameters, each of which is separately inputtable through said input device;] 

storing [the set of information collection parameters] first operating instructions at 
said receiver station; 

generating a query [from said set of information collection parameters stored] at 
said receiver station , said query comprising a request by said receiver station for 
reprogramming ; 

promulgating said query from said receiver station through said data network 
connection to a data network; 

receiving second operating instructions in response to said step of promulgating 
[a] said query; and 

storing said second operating instructions at said data storage device at said 
receiver station. 

3. (Twice Amended) The method of claim 2, further comprising the steps 

of: 

processing or outputting information on the basis of said first and second 

operating instructions at said receiver station; 

storing a data record evidencing said step of processing or outputting; and 
transferring said data record from said step of processing or outputting from said 

receiver station data storage device to a data collection station in said data network 

through said data network connection. 
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4. (Unchanged) The method of claim 2 wherein said data network 
connection is a telephone interface connection. 

5. (Three Times Amended) A method for providing and tracking a 
receiver station's use of a function in a data network at a data collection station, said 
receiver station having a data network connection, a processor, an input device, and a 
data storage device, said data network having a plurality of data information sources, said 
method comprising the steps of: 

providing operating instructions or executable code to a plurality of receiver 
stations from said plurality of data information sources; 

performing said function based on said operating instructions or said executable 
code at said receiver station; 

recording an identification of said performed function at said data storage device 
at said receiver station; and 

transferring said record of identification to [a] said data collection station on said 
data network through said receiver station data network connection. 

6. (Amended) The method of claim 5, wherein said receiver station data 
network connection is a telephone network connection. 

7. (Amended) The method of claim 5, wherein said function in said step 
of performing [a] said function is a series of numerical functions performed on a 
computer. 

8. (Cancelled.) 

9. (Cancelled.) 
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10. (Cancelled.) 

11. (Cancelled.) 

12. (Cancelled.) 

13. (Cancelled.) 

14. (Cancelled.) 

15. (Cancelled.) 

16. (Cancelled.) 

17. (Cancelled.) 

18. (Cancelled.) 

19. (Cancelled.) 

20. (Cancelled.) 

21. (Cancelled.) 

22. (Cancelled.) 
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23. (Cancelled.) 

24. (Cancelled.) 

25. (Cancelled.) 

26. (Cancelled.) 

27. (Cancelled.) 

28. (Cancelled.) 

29. (Cancelled.) 

30. (Cancelled.) 

31. (Cancelled.) 

32. (Cancelled.) 

33. (Cancelled.) 

34. (Cancelled.) 

35. (Cancelled.) 

36. (Cancelled.) 
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37. (Cancelled.) 

38. (Cancelled.) 

39. (Cancelled.) 

40. (Cancelled.) 

41. (Cancelled.) 

42. (Cancelled.) 



43 . (Amended) A method of delivering one of broadcast programming and 
cablecast programming to a subscriber in a communications network, said 
communications network including a transmitter station and a receiver station, said 
transmitter station being capable of communicating a processor control signal associated 
with said one of broadcast programming and cablecast programming, said receiver station 
having an input device for inputting subscriber information, a processor for storing and 
processing subscriber data in response to said processor control signal, a communications 
device for transmitting information to a remote site, and an output device for displaying a 
television program, said method comprising the steps of: 

displaying said television program at said output device; 

inputting a command at said input device; 

communicating, from said receiver station to said transmitter station, an event 
signal based on said command inputted at said receiver station; 
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transmitting, from said transmitter station to said receiver station, operating 
instructions associated with said one of broadcast programming and cablecast 
programming, in response to said event signal communicated from said receiver station; 

one of programming and reprogramming said receiver station , on the basis of said 
transmitted operating instructions, [said receiver station] to respond in a predetermined 
fashion to said processor control signal; 

receiving, at said receiver station, said processor control signal; 

processing, at said receiver station, said processor control signal; and 

causing said receiver station to receive and output said one of broadcast 
programming and cablecast programming in accordance with said processor control 
signal. 

44. (Unchanged) The method of claim 43, wherein said command is a 
subscriber reaction to said television program. 

45. (Amended) The method of claim 43, wherein said event signal 
communicated from said receiver station comprises a customer order for said one of 
broadcast programming and cablecast programming. 

46. (Unchanged) The method of claim 43, wherein said received and 
processed processor control signal is an instruct-to-tune signal that causes a receiver to 
receive a selected transmission. 

47. (Unchanged) The method of claim 43, wherein said received and 
processed processor control signal is an instruct-to-activate signal that controls a switch 
or inputs power to an apparatus. 
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48. (Amended) The method of claim 43, wherein said received and 
processed processor control signal is an instruct-to-enable signal that causes a transfer 
device to transfer a signal to [an] said output device. 

49. (Unchanged) The method of claim 43, wherein said received and 
processed processor control signal is an instruct-how-to-decrypt signal that controls a 
decryptor. 

50. (Unchanged) The method of claim 43, wherein said received and 
processed processor control signal is an instruct-to-coordinate signal that coordinates a 
multimedia presentation. 

5 1 . (Amended) The method of claim 43, wherein said received and 
processed processor control signal is an instruct-to-generate signal that generates 
information that supplements said one of broadcast programming and cablecast 
programming. 

52. (Amended) The method of claim 43, wherein said received and 
processed processor control signal is an instruct-to-generate signal that generates 
information that completes said one of broadcast programming and cablecast 
programming. 



53. 



(Cancelled.) 



54. 



(Cancelled.) 



55. 



(Cancelled.) 
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56. (Cancelled.) 

57. (Cancelled.) 

58. (Cancelled.) 

59. (Cancelled.) 

60. (Cancelled.) 

61. (Cancelled.) 

62. (Cancelled.) 

63. (Cancelled.) 

64. (Cancelled.) 

65. (Cancelled.) 

66. (Cancelled.) 

67. (Cancelled.) 

68. (Cancelled.) 
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69. (Cancelled.) 

70. (Cancelled.) 

71. (Cancelled.) 

72. (Cancelled.) 
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Appendix B 

Specification Support from the Instant Disclosure 
and Applicants 9 1981 Priority Disclosure 
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